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Hitherto I have been speaking of things as they are in the Telugu country. Farther south, in the Tamil speaking parts, there are many varieties of the marriage rites amongst the various aboriginal tribes.
The Karakat VeMlans, for instance, who live on and near the Palni Mountains in South India, have very peculiar marriage customs. The ceremony is performed in a booth, erected for the purpose before the house door of the bride. The bride and bridegroom are seated on the floor with their faces towards the east. A lamp is kept burning on a stool near where they sit, whilst a measure of grain and a rude image of Gran6sha made of cowdung, is placed near them. After both have prostrated themselves before the symbol, the bridegroom receives the mangalasiitram from some of the relatives present, which he proceeds to tie round the bride's neck. At the same time a bowl of milk is brought, in which a few leaves of the peepul tree have been steeped. The relatives on both sides then sprinkle some of this milk upon the heads of the pair. The newly-married couple then prostrate themselves before their several relatives, and the day's ceremony is concluded with a feast and a formal distribution of betel. This concludes the marriage ceremony. On the following day the bridegroom gives a grand feast, when various marriage presents are distributed to the bride and her relatives.
Amongst the Maravans, a people dwelling mostly in the extreme south-east of the peninsula, the marriage ceremonies are very strange and unusual. After a marriage has been agreed upon by the principal members of two families, a few .of the relatives of the intended bridegroom go to the house of the bride, and then, with or without her consent and, even perhaps without having sought the consent of the bridegroom, they tie upon her neck the mangalasiitram whilst conch shells are blown loudly outside. They then 17